
Dworkin - Unity of Value 
 

 

Ronald Dworkin, a prominent legal philosopher and scholar, has written extensively 
about the concept of unity of value in his work. According to Dworkin, unity of value 
refers to the idea that there is a fundamental connection between different aspects 
of human value, such as morality, political ideals, personal integrity, and individual 
rights. 
 
Dworkin argues that the concept of unity of value is central to understanding and 
justifying moral and political principles. He contends that these values are not 
separate and unrelated, but rather form a coherent and interconnected system. 
Dworkin believes that the unity of value provides a foundation for moral and political 
judgments and guides our understanding of justice. 
 
One of Dworkin's key contributions to the idea of unity of value is his theory of rights 
as trumps. He argues that rights are fundamental to human dignity and individual 
autonomy, and they should be given special weight and protection in legal and 
moral decision-making. According to Dworkin, rights represent a unity of value 
because they embody important moral principles and ideals. 
 
Dworkin also emphasizes the importance of integrity in maintaining the unity of 
value. He argues that individuals should strive for internal consistency and 
coherence in their moral and political beliefs. For Dworkin, integrity involves a sense 
of responsibility and fidelity to one's own values and principles, which helps to 
preserve the unity of value in society. 
 
Overall, Ronald Dworkin's perspective on the unity of value highlights the 
interconnectedness of moral, political, and legal principles. He argues that 
understanding and respecting this unity is essential for constructing a just and 
coherent society. 
 


